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Welcome to the first on-line edition of NEWZATS! We trust that you have not 

had any problems accessing the file. Please do let us know and we will do our 
best to guide you through any difficulties.  

If you know of anyone who cannot access the website, please advise so a 
hardcopy can be sent out, at least as a temporary solution. 

As we move to a more web-based method of communication, there will be 
some major advantages. No more deadlines with pushy editors requiring 

copy would be the most obvious for some! Seriously, it does mean all 
members will have 24/7 access to information that can be updated as 
needed. Immediate responses are so much easier - no more envelopes, 
stamps and catching the post. Subs and other payments can be paid on-line, 
a Bulletin Board will be set up to facilitate contact with fellow members and 
links to other organizations.  

There are also plans to host a Forum, accessible only to fully paid up 
members(!) within which all of these members will be able to upload articles 
as inspired, ask questions, seek advice, make suggestions. An excellent 
example of this functioning extremely well is The Modern Vocalist. I became a 
member (free) to keep myself informed of the writings/discussions of other 
teachers/singers. I strongly recommend you visit this site, to get an idea of 
how effective it is. See: http://www.themodernvocalist.com/  

In terms of accessing membersõ details, we will need consent or otherwise 
from each member before any such database is made available ð again, only 
to financially current members. You will be sent an alert by email to advise of 
important updates/additions as they occur. A webmaster will monitor the site 
to ensure no undesirable elements creep in.  

There are still some areas needing resolution as we make the transition from 
ITM to our new system ð the 0800 number will for the moment, not be 
available, but a replacement system is being planned. Please bear with us as 

Our First On-Line Edition! 

http://www.themodernvocalist.com/
http://newzats.org.nz/login.php
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Wasnõt that great news about Flora being 

made an Officer of the New Zealand Order of 
Merit (ONZM) in the New Year Honours for 
services to singing? Well deserved too, I say. 

I hope you have all had a wonderful summer 
and your transition back to work has been 
easy. 

Last year I got really frustrated with taking my 
senior students for short lessons, as we would 
only get started and the time would finish. This 
year I have solved that problem by having the 
senior students ôpairedõ for hour slots on my 
timetable so they come fortnightly. What a 

difference something so simple makes. 

Over the holidays I went to a workshop at the 
IRMT Conference to see Catherine Pierard 
(who now lives in Hamilton) work with young 
singers. She was so supportive and caring with 
these beginners. One of her hints was using 
the vowel ôohõ as in orange to get the ôeeõ 
vowel in place. Another was the pronunciation 
of ôahõ in Italian but I need to see you in person 
to tell you that!  

Last yearõs Conference, despite being amazing, 
was a financial loss and this coupled with the 
loss of Dominion Finance funds puts us in a 
difficult position. With care we will move 
through this, and another bonus to going 
online with the newsletter is the savings in 
printing and postage. The National Office will 
now be all computer based and we are 
advertising for an Office Executive (see pg 17). 

However, we also ran three very successful 
Workshops (artistically and creatively) with the 
help of Creative Communities Scheme in 
Alexandra, Whangarei and New Plymouth. So 
in 2010 we have seven applications in for CCS 
funding and have already been successful for 
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the Wellington Workshop. Other Workshops are 
planned for Auckland, Hamilton, Tauranga, 
Nelson, Christchurch and Invercargill. 

We also have some AMAZING Speakers lined up 

for 2011 Conference in July in Wellington but 
will need to have funding for this confirmed by 
Jan 2011 before planning can go ahead. The 
applications would be to:  

¶ Creative New Zealand 

¶ Todd Foundation  

¶ Caversham Trust 

¶ Lion Foundation  

¶ National Business Review 

and any other suitable funding bodies.  

Are you available to fill this role for commission 
or fee? See pg 9. Presentation of these funding 
applications takes considerable time and skill so 
if you are good at this please let me know. 

Happy singing. 

Kath Woodley 

The British Voice Association is collaborating 
with  The Association of British Choral 
Directors to present: 

The Choral Voice for Choral Conductors & 
Singing Teachers on Saturday 29th May 2010 
at The Priory Rooms, 40 Bull Street, 
Birmingham B4 6AF 

For more information go to www.abcd.org.uk    
or  www.britishvoiceassociation.org.uk   

A warm welcome to two talented and 
experienced teachers, both joining as Full 
members in the Upper North Island Region: 

Lisbe Jooste of Kamo in Whangarei 

Rebecca Cameron-Turner of Glenfield in 
Auckland 

Both come with glowing references from 
their respective referees and we look forward 
to their involvement in NEWZATS.  On-line 
profiles will the next step! 

New Members Area 

http://www.abcd.org.uk
http://www.britishvoiceassociation.org.uk
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we take this rather bold step, necessitating many hours of discussion, research and development from 
your committed Council!  

This issue presents an interview with the remarkable Helen Medlyn to inspire, courses to consider, and 
much practical advice ð some of which potentially can provide a small òEurekaó moment in the constant 
challenge for us to provide the best possible teaching in the country.  

It is always most gratifying when a musician is recognized in the National Honours, and a delighted 
Council warmly congratulates our leading founder, Flora Edwards, in receiving the award of Officer of 
the New Zealand Order of Merit  (ranked above the OBE) in the New Year Honours.  

We welcome two new members, Rebecca Cameron Turner and Lisbe Jooste and hope they will find their 
membership worthwhile and interesting.  

Dr Greg Neil, accompanist, repetiteur and musicologist provided a pertinent review of the Wellington 
Festivalõs much awaited performance of the huge Mahler Symphony No 8. His perceptive comment 
about the necessity to place the consonant before the beat is valuable reminder to teachers as we coach 
our charges to be ready to sing with an orchestra. While an accommodating pianist can adjust to 
lagging singing, a conductor will be most impatient with such sloppiness.  

Try to get to our first Workshop of 2010 in Wellington on March 20 - Judy Bellingham will present her 

remarkable knowledge on Teaching the Male Voice (See below).  

In this world of information overload, remember that we are seeking to teach in such a way that our 
students will be able to discern the validity and relevance of available information and develop it in such 
a way that it becomes their very own personal knowledge.  In turn, that allows them to evolve into 
perceptive, accomplished, independent practitionersé  

Your digitized Editorial Team 

Gina Sanders and Peter Weekes 

Continued from Page  1é.. 
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From the Editor  


